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of beer and rushed it through the door and gave it to a girl
sitting in a big chair.

She took the glass and said, “Why, thank you,” and she
smiled at him.

And Doc coming through the door said, “Yes, Frankie is a
great help to me.”

Frankie couldn't forget that. He did the thing in his mind
over and over, just how he had taken the glass and just how
the girl sat and then her voice—"Why, thank you,” and Doc—"a
great help to me—Frankie is a great help to me—sure Frankie
is a great help—Frankie,” and Oh my God!

He knew a big party was coming because Doc bought
steaks and a great deal of beer and Doc let him help clean out
all the upstairs. But that was nothing, for a great plan had
formedinFrant = . . 4 3§ o w m o OWitwould
ayanrunu-agunrcwao woaad fUlL [T Was

EE PR %A
oJ#EAGEEEL -

Now he was ready. He took a great breath and opened the
door. The music and the talk roared around him. Frankie
picked up the tray of beer and walked through the door. He
knew how. He went straight toward the same young woman
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of beer and rushed it through the door and gave it to a girl
sitting in a big chair.

She took the glass and said, “Why, thank you,” and she
smiled at him.

And Doc coming through the door said, “Yes, Frankie is a
great help to me.”

Frankie couldn't forget that. He did the thing in his mind
over and over, just how he had taken the glass and just how
the girl sat and then her voice—"Why, thank you,” and Doc—"a
great help to me—Frankie is a great help to me—sure Frankie
is a great help—Frankie,” and Oh my God!

He knew a big party was coming because Doc bought
steaks and a great deal of beer and Doc let him help clean out
all the upstairs. But that was nothing, for a great plan had
formed in Frankie's mind and he could see just how it would
be. He went over it again and again. It was beautiful. It was
perfect.

Then the party started and people came and sat in the front
room, girls and young women and men.

Frankie had to wait until he had the kitchen to himself and
the door closed. And it was some time before he had it so.
But at last he was alone and the door was shut. He could hear
the chatter of conversation and the music from the great
phonograph. He worked very quietly—first the tray—then get
out the glasses without breaking any. Now fill them with beer
and let the foam settle a little and then fill again.

Now he was ready. He took a great breath and opened the
door. The music and the talk roared around him. Frankie
picked up the tray of beer and walked through the door. He
knew how. He went straight toward the same young woman
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consummated that afternoon and reconsummated later that
same afterncon. When you leave the grocery, if you walk
catty-cornered across the grass-grown lot, threading your way
among the great rusty pipes thrown out of the canneries, you
will see a path worn in the weeds. Follow it past the cypress
tree, across the railroad track, up a chicken walk with cleats,
and you will come to a long low building which for a long time
was used as a storage place for fish meal. It was just a great
big roofed room and it belonged to a worried gentleman
named Horace Abbeville. Horace had two wives and six
children and over a period of years he had managed through
pleading and persuasion to build a grocery debt second to
none in Monterey. That afternoon he had come into the
grocery and his sensitive tired face had flinched at the
shadow of sternness that crossed Lee's face. Lee's fat finger
tapped the rubber mat. Horace laid his hands palm up on the
cigar counter. “I guess | owe you plenty dough,” he said
simply.

Lee's teeth flashed up in appreciation of an approach so
different from any he had ever heard. He nodded gravely, but
he waited for the trick to develop.

Horace wet his lips with his tongue, a good job from corner
to corner. “| hate to have my kids with that hanging over
them,” he said. “Why, | bet you wouldn't let them have a pack

of spearmint now.”
fuy
Ly

Horace continued, “You know that place of mine across the
track up there wherd®he fish meal is.”
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Lee Chong's face agretu wiur uns conviuorum 1o
dough,” he said.

®
Lee Chong nodded. It was his fish meal.
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You know that place of mine across the track up there where the fish meal is.
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